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             MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL PARISH GATHERING OF MARKYATE HELD VIRTUALLY ON TUESDAY 27 APRIL 2021 
 

Councillor P Bunyan and declared the meeting open in the presence of 3 Parish Councillors and 2 Parishioners. 
Mrs J Bissmire (Clerk/Responsible Financial Officer) and Mrs D Fitzsimons, Financial Officer/Halls Administrator. 

 The Chairman welcomed all those present. 
 

1.   APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 
No apologies received. 
 
2.   MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING 
It was RESOLVED that the minutes of the Annual Gathering held on 9 April 2019 were a correct record and will be signed outside 
the meeting by the Chairman.  This was proposed by Cllr Pilkinton and seconded by Mrs. King. 

 
3.    HERTFORDSHIRE POLICE 
Unfortunately PC Evans was unable to attend the meeting. The chairman noted PC Brian Evans will retire from Hertfordshire Police 
on 6 May 2021 and acknowledged the excellent contribution and commitment he has made in his position as Safer Neighbourhood 
Police Officer. 
The chairman introduced PC Jon Onyon who will take over the role of Community Policer Officer for the Watling Ward and hoped to 
meet him at the next Parish Council Meeting in May 2021. 

 
4.   CHAIRMAN’S REPORT FOR 2020/21 
Welcome to the 2021 Annual Gathering of the Parish Council, it has been such a difficult two years since we last meet, I hope you 
are all well. 
 
With the first lock down we were unable to have face to face meetings until long awaited regulations were introduced last year to 
enable town and parish councils to conduct virtual meetings, so we then were able to continue with business as usual. 
We have found in most cases virtual meetings are beneficial to us as a Council and should be an on going facility even when we are 
able to meet face to face.  

 
It has enabled Cllr David Kao to link in with council meetings whilst trapped abroad by travel restrictions which has enabled us to 
continue with council business and kept our meetings quorate. 
 
Also Borough Councillor Chapman was able to move from a virtual Borough Council meeting direct to a virtual Parish Council 
meeting, where in pre Covid days he would have had to make his way back to his car and drive to join the second meeting missing 
at least half an hour.  
 
Our County Councillor Terry Douris has also attended our virtual Parish Council meetings, we are not sure if he could have attended 
so regularly, with all the other council business he has to deal with, if he had to drive to the village for the meeting. 
It has also helped carbon footprint. 
 
The other benefit has been the way in which so many parishioners have attended our virtual meetings to address the Parish 
Council; we do not to know their circumstances, but it is clear  virtual attendance has suited them.  
 

Parish Councillors have also attended a variety of virtual meetings including Herts APTC meetings for Chair and Vice Chairmen, 
Development Management Meetings of the Borough Council, the appeal hearing against a planning refusal, and staff have attended 
Clerks meetings and training sessions, all saving essential time. 
 
The new legislation allows councils to carry out their business lawfully whilst ensuring that the health and safety of Officers, 
Councillors and members of the public is protected in accordance with government regulations. 
 
My thanks to Cllr Celestine Ononye for all his assistance in the setting up of our Zoom account. 
Unfortunately new Government guidelines dictate all our virtual meetings must end on 7th May 2021, this has been contested but 
has been upheld.  There is now a consultation taking place and we hope these regulations are changed to enable virtual meetings 
to continue, ideally in conjunction with face to face meeting. 
 
I would also like to thank Cllr Ononye for his work on the Victorian Lamp Posts, this was very time consuming which we very much 
appreciated. 
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Very sadly we said goodbye to Cllr Julian Taunton who passed away in June last year leaving behind a wife and two daughters.  
Julian was a very well respected by all who knew him and will be greatly missed. 
  

I would say a thank you to Cllr Pat Styles for her continued support, although not always able to join in with meetings for various 
reasons, she continually makes helpful and useful comments. 
 
Unfortunately we were unable to hold the Annual Gathering last year due to Covid but as we see this year we can attend virtually. 
 
Also last year the Annual Meetings of the Parish Council was not legally required, so election of the chairman and vice chairman, 
committees and representatives rolled over to this year.  However the Annual Meeting of the Parish Council will be held virtually on 
4 May this year, just before the deadline of 7 May 2021 to end virtual meetings. 
 
As many of you know we have now taken ownership of the path leading to Peggy’s Field, (Village Green) thanks to the kindness of 
the Tomblin family. 
We are now looking in to works to the path.  The initial process will be to resurface the path with some form of safety barrier at the 
pavement edge but also essential we have access for grass cutting. The provisional suggestion is wide steps to the edge of one side 
of the path (similar to those from London Road leading to Peggy’s, for those who are more comfortable using these rather than the 
incline which some may find uncomfortable. 

For the reasons stated we are seeking professional advice to ensure all potential works meet the standards and requirements 
needed. 
 
We had an on-site meeting with the Cemetery Manager at Dacorum Borough Council to determine how many plots remain available 
at St John the Baptist cemetery.  After inspecting the area he felt there is the potential for 25, possibly 31 plots.  This gives us more 
time to prepare the new cemetery. We are in the process of sending out specifications for skimming off the top soil and then 
dressing the area which will be maintained and the removal of dead trees. 
We will then start the design work to the cemetery. 
 
I can also report the cricket club lease has now been completed after many years, our thanks to Borough Councillor Bert Chapman 
for all his hard work on this, the transfer of cemetery land and many other very important matters. Bert also chairs the Cemetery 
Committee. 
 
We are continuing with our refurbishment of the Village Hall, electrical and plumbing work has been carried out and also new 
flooring. At present we are dealing with risk assessments for Legionnaires Disease, essential as the Halls have been empty for long 
periods of time. My thanks to Cllr Richard Peterson, our vice chairman and also Chairman to the Halls Committee for all his hard 
work on this and many other jobs in the village.  Thanks also for allowing me to use his office for this meeting. 
 
My sincere thanks to Cllr Sheila Pilkinton, our Chairman to the Budget & Finance Committee for her continuous hard work in 
preparing reports, researching documents and for composing our response to the Local Plan and many other consultations, and for 
giving us a kick when needed to complete documents. 
 
You may have noticed the new planters outside the village hall, we plan to add to these as and when we can. 
 
We have installed two new notice boards due to the original boards being condemned. 
One outside the fire station and one in London Road. 
 
We have produced, with the assistance of Cllr Richard Peterson and Dave Clark our Warden, a new sign at the Cemetery, Village 
Hall and Wesley Road, they all look very nice too. 
 
The potholes on the path leading to the Village Halls were very dangerous so we had to have this repaired, we replaced a new strip 

as we felt this would last longer than the repair of several smaller potholes. 
 
We also replaced 4 CCTV cameras at the Parish Office.  After the office was broken in to a while ago, the offenders were caught on 
CCTV, but due to the cameras being several years old, the images were not too clear and were unidentifiable.  Now the images are 
very clear and can be identified immediately. 
 
We were delighted to receive notification from Hertfordshire County Councils of their ‘Bags of Kindness’ that are provided by ‘Small 
Acts of Kindness’ and Herts County Council’s ‘HertsHelp’. We requested and collected 40 bags which we have delivered to people in 
Markyate who need them, and to bring a smile to anyone who has been shielding or who is clinically extremely vulnerable, and who 
could be feeling more than a bit lonely and isolated right now. Each bag contained helpful information and advice in leaflet form, 
some warming goodies including a fleecy blanket, thermal gloves and hat, biscuits, chocolates, sachets of hot chocolate and instant 
soup, a thermometer which indicates how warm/cold a house is, adult activity books and pens, a reusable face mask and some 
helpful contact numbers.  
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We were also happy to receive surplus to requirement food boxes from Hertfordshire County Council, Operation Shield. 
These were also delivered to the vulnerable in the village during Covid-19, and have been gratefully received by all recipients.  We 
have received many messages of thanks and appreciation.  

 
We would like to take this opportunity to thank Sue Tobin, not only for all her work during this very difficult climate in delivering 
both Bags of Kindness and Shield Boxes but also for all she does for the vulnerable and elderly in the village all year round, year in 
and year out.  
 
I would like to thank Nick Robeson and all members of public who have been diligently litter picking in the village, over 200 bags 
were collected.  It does look a lot neater, let’s try to put litter in the bins provided, ensuring our environment is safe and clean for all 
to enjoy. 
 
We continue to remain open for business during the Coronavirus, although our office is still closed to visitors for the safety of 
residents and staff. 
Through the use of home working techniques, the full range of our services to parishioners has continued during these uncertain 
times but staff are now returning to the office following strict Covid guidelines.  
My thanks go to Jenny, Dee and Debbie for all their work during very difficult circumstances and also Dave Clark our Village Warden 
for all his hard work in ensuring everything worked as it should. 

 
I don’t know what ‘normal’ will ever be but we do seem to be easing restrictions whilst of course remaining cautious and aware 
Covid is still with us. 
  
As some of our hall hirers slowly began to return, we had the added expense of supplying several wall hand sanitiser dispensers, 
face masks, antibacterial wipes and bottles, Fire extinguisher covers, waste bins, aprons for Caretakers and thermostat covers.  We 
also had to mark safe distancing on all hall floors. 
My thanks go to Denise and Tina for their part in keeping the Halls clean and safe and also greeting hirers on their return to the 
Halls. 
  
It is essential we follow Covid guidelines and have risk assessed our halls and office.  The Health and Safety Executive are carrying 
out spot checks so we must be ahead with all regulations. 
 
Very sadly I have to report on vandalism to our climbing frame in Peggy’s Field, it seems this and that in Flamstead were both the 
target during the weekend of 18 April 2021 to extreme vandalism.  Our climbing frame has now been taken out of use and with 
warmer and light evenings ahead, it is sad this can’t be used as it should be due to the selfish actions of a few. 
 
I close by wishing you a happy and safe summer and thank you for joining us this evening. 
 
                      FINANCIAL STATEMENT OF THE PARISH COUNCIL AS AT 31 MARCH 2021. 
MPC Current Account  
£6804.60 
MPC Precept Account  
£47996.29 
N S & I Investment Account  
£21434.38 
Petty Cash 
£26.50 
TOTAL  
£76261.77  
The above is a summary of the accounts for year ending 31 March 2021. Copies of the full accounts for the Parish Council are 

available on request. 
 

5.   PROJECTS FOR THE VILLAGE THROUGH THE PRECEPT  
 It was agreed by parishioners present that £5000 should be taken again this year and money be taken from this fund to pay for 
work needed in the Village Halls.   This was proposed by Mrs King and seconded by Mr Pilkinton. 
 
6.   VILLAGE HALL/Y2K REFURBISHMENT 
Cllr Peterson gave the following report on work carried out to date in both Halls. 

 Electrical upgrade now completed costing approximately £8000.00, this did not include changing of light fittings 
 We were very pleased to receive £10,000.00 funding from DBC and possibly another £8,000.00 in the pipeline. 
 During the lockdown, two hirers were exempt from regulations, the Church and HQ group, so this provided some very 

much needed income. 
 We welcome back most hirers from 17 May 2021 as restrictions are relaxed. 
 Although the Halls have not been as full as normal this does not mean they are any less costly to run. 
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 Two new exterior fire doors are due to be installed. 
 The windows are in need of some replacing/repairs. 
 The cold water storage tank had to be taken out completely. 

 The Immersion Heater had to be replaced. 
 Due to fewer hirers, the flow of water was less which resulted in a Legionnaires Test, requiring auditing of all water on a 

regular basis.  Also Fire Risk Assessments are annually carried out and the recommended work is being considered. 
 All hirers are required to prepare a register of group meetings. 
 We are Covid compliant which involves constant cleaning and sanitizing.  
 Thanks go to Debbie Fitzsimons, Denise Bourne-Williams and Tina Loveridge. 

 
 8.  QUESTIONS FROM THE PUBLIC 
 A parishioner asked the following questions: 
 

What is happening about the upgrade of the path to Peggy’s Field from Pickford Road? 
The Chairman confirmed the Parish Council are in the process of having this assessed professionally to determine the best way 
forward.  Steps had been mentioned as some may find the slope difficult but no decisions will be made without consulting properties 
either side of the path. 

 

What is the update on the new cemetery?  My understanding was this would be handed over in good condition ready to go and now 
we have to pay for this.  
The cemetery will need to have the top layer skimmed off and then dressed, we are now preparing a specification to go out to  
tender. Also the dead trees need to be removed. 
Then we will have to maintain the area until we are ready to design the layout.  We had the existing cemetery assessed to see how  
many plots remain and it was reported 25, possibly 31 may be available.  

 
Is the 12.2% increase on the 2021/2022 Parish rate correct? 
Yes it is, both these projects are extremely expensive and have to be paid for.  It’s what parishioners asked for so we have to 
provide where possible.   

  
Please could we have an update on the repairs/maintenance situation for the lock up garages in Cowper Rise.  I think DBC had 
agreed to the work, but it did not happen because of Covid.  The lock ups in Old Vicarage Gardens are in a similar state and the 
ones off Park Close are an even bigger disgrace! 
B/Cllr Chapman reported the garages at Cowper Rise were due to be looked at then unfortunately Covid arrived and all work could 
not be carried out.  
The work will now be done but Covid has had an adverse effect.  Garage doors and roofs will be looked at.  
Parkfield is not viable, the top has been closed off, and the bottom half garages are mostly used for storage.  The access point is 
not very good and not a viable parking location. 
It has been a very difficult time and staff at DBC are doing their best, even clerical staff are working on bins to keep things going. 
B/Cllr Chapman was asked if he was aware the roofs of the garages are made from asbestos, he said yes we are aware and all 

health and safety procedures will be carried out to ensure safety of members of public. 
  

There is an article in the April Markyate Monthly about the recycling bins in Hicks Road car park entrance.  I agree this area is an 
eyesore.  I thought that sometime ago these were going to be removed.  I do have concerns that if we lose this recycling point the 
bins at the Village Hall will be abused or more rubbish will be dumped in the lanes surrounding the village. 
B/Cllr Chapman said the bins will stay in situ, two locations. 
40 orange sacks were left there from volunteers working together litter picking, which DBC has removed. 
I have put this in my item for Markyate Monthly correcting the information. 
We are looking at CCTV to see if the culprits can be caught on camera. 
A suggestion was made to conceal the area by a wall or hedge so it is not visible but B/Cllr Chapman said it must be visible so 

people know they are there to use rather than fly tip.  It is hoped we can catch those responsible. 
  
Mrs King thanked all Councillors and Council staff for all the work they do. 
 
In closing the Chairman thanked all those present and said although it had been a very difficult year we managed to keep business 
going as usual and her thanks went to all Councillors. 

 
   

The meeting closed at 8.31 pm 
  
   
 
 

 


